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Altron Nexus helps build computing talent in under-
privileged areas

6TH MARCH 2023

Department of e-Governance and Mogale City, today
began construction work on anew community
information and communications technologylaboratory.

A Itron Nexus, in partnership with the Gauteng

The development of thelaboratory, located in the community of
Orient Hills, was marked with an official sod-turning ceremony
thatwasattended by representatives from governmentand
Altron.

Featuring acomputer roomwith fifteen stations, inacustomised
container, theideabehind thelabis that skillswill be taught to
young people and those with their own business in thisunder-
privileged area. At the end of 12 months, which willinclude
mentoring and assistance, the labwillbe handed overto the
community on aeveryone-teach-onebasis.

Thelabforms parts of MEC Mzikayifani (Mzi) Khumalo’s input
into the Gauteng Government’s100-day plan touplift
communities in the province, including areas such as
Soshanguve in Tshwane, aswell as Sedibeng, on Gauteng’s
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southerntip. Khumalois MECin charge of e-government,
cooperative governance and traditional affairs, aswell as
research and development.

To start off with, training will be provided by Kasi Enterprise Lab,
whichhas experience delivering educational programmesin
informal settlements. The skills that will beimparted include
advanced computing, aswell as business developmentand
leadership workshops. Altron, which will provide the lab, will
continueto support, and fund the lab for twoyears. “This
relationship must notend,” says Khumalo at the sod-turning
ceremony.

This project, afollow on from Altron Nexus’ Mandela Day
initiativein 2022 to equip adaycare with necessaryitems, will
alsomakeuse of local residents as far as possible to erect the
structure.

Nurturing skills

Altron Nexus Managing Director, Kennedy Chinganya, who
noted that thelabwill take advantage of the Gauteng Broadband
Network, said “Altron Nexusis committed to helping develop
young people and communities, allowing them to either find
jobs, getintotertiary education, or start their own business.

“Itis our mission toworktowards bridging the digital divide in
South Africaby providing accessibility to government services.
Ourvaluesarealigned with the Gauteng Provincial
Government’s smart provincial initiatives and plans tofacilitate
projectssuchase-learning, e-government, and e-health,
among others.”

Mogale City has providedland and itislikely to extend this
commitment to provide more space for additional community
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projects, suchasalibrary. Executive Mayor Tyrone Gray said,
‘“after thelab, we will determine what elseis feasible to uplift this
community”.

“Itisour hopethat thelab, which will openits doors thisyear,
will provide a great service to the community of Orient Hills as it
becomes self-sustaining,” Chinganyasaid.:n
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